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Preventing misconduct and questionable practices –  
a collaborative responsibility? 
 
In response to spectaculare cases of scientific misconduct that have 
received profound media attention, many agencies, and countries have 
established rules and regulation about what misconduct is, and how it 
should be reported and punished, and many research institutions have 
introduced courses in research integrity and responsible conduct of 
research to teach new scientists what they ought (or ought not) do 
when conducting research. In this talk, I shall argue that to prevent 
scientific misconduct, we need also train collaborators, supervisors and 
mentors in how to detect and react to warning signs that something is 
‘strange’, ‘off’, or ‘too good to be true’. 
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