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How do epistemic evaluation 
systems of scientific communities 
affect scientific innovations? 

 
Grit Laudel 
(Berlin) 

Researchers constantly evaluate each other: by 
assessing research contributions, projects, and 
one’s suitability for academic positions. These 
evaluations form a community-wide system, in 
which the same standards of quality and 
relevance are applied. 
Scientific innovations, which deviate from 
established practices, often do not meet these 
standards. I will demonstrate how the 
development of three innovations (climate history, 
ultrafast time-resolved spectroscopy, 
eukaryogenesis) was affected by their partial 
deviation from established standards. 
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